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heén Ranjit Dhuru, the
owner of the Chatoau

d'0ri  winery, walked
through his gently sloping vine
yards some months ago, the harvest
was in full awing, “Already sweet,”
he sadd, nibbling from tight, healthy

bunches of Cabernet Sauvignon

PIA M.
Eight years ago, Dhuru bought
Innd outside Nasik, o clty
thathas become the centre. @S
of India’s rapidly ¢xpand-
ing wine industry This
yeir, with the help of &con-
sulting ocenologist  from
Bordeaux, Dhurn expects to
produce about 300,00 bot-
tes off white and red wines
By next vesr, he estimates
tint a million bottles will
bear the Chateau d'Ori
label

Four-told increase
The appressive opth
mism of eniroproe
mrtirs Hke Dhiuro (s
sy toundorstand
In  Maharashira,
e thine 40 winer-
ies are in varying
stages of develop-
meni

Government offi-
clals sy that invest-
ment In wine
incrensed by 74 por
cent over the last
year, -

“In the noxt 10
vears there will be
300 million upward-
Iy mobile Indlans
whae can afford wine
ol for oy it will
be a  lifestyle
choden,” Dhuoru sabd

“A lot of them will be drinking Indi-
an wines.”

Aman Sharma, the corporote
food nnd beveraee director for the
Taj hotel chain, agreed. “There is
alrendy o lnrge population sager for
wine,” he sl In 2006, the annual
per-capitn consmmption of wine n
Indin was estimated at aboul o table-
spoon, but that droplet represents a
fourdold increase since 2000,

Muost wine made in India is con-
sumed there. And as wine publica-
tions, wine cliths, competitions and
tasting dinmers have taken hold.
gradually, Indinn wines with
tiotnble finesss nre bacoming avail
able and appreciated.

Grover Vineyards, l..l H.d-nﬂnra.--

Cabernet Sauvign

from one of Tndia's top w1nﬂ1'11:"!-

in another wine region near

Bangalore, is among the coun-

try's most  sought-after
/ .

Working with the best
The 3005 is rich and smoky,
with hints of roasted pep-
pers. [ts aleohol is listed at
only 12 per cont on a label
that proudly states: "Made
in  collaboration with
Michel Rolland, Bor-
deanx, France.” Kolland is
cameiy oo T best-Jonoem wimne
comsultnmts in the world.
Indus wines, which la the
name the Terralr India
company useés on its labels,
are mads in o spanking
new white stucco Califor-
nla-style boutigue winery
atop a hillside overlooking
Lake Mukni, south of
Nasik.
The two year-old winery
has Just siartod planting &

vineyard, and buys its grapes from
local farmers who, until recently,
grow table grapes, still the biggest
crop in the area. The froit and alco
hiol of Indus’s fresh-tasting Sauvi-
gnon Blane are well integrated, and
the 2007 Shirne exhibits restrained
richness.

Indinn wineries have to cope with
challenges that do not exist in wino
regions elsewhere, For starters, the
calendar is turned upside down
Even thongh the reglon bs north of
the egualor, grapes are promned i
Soptember and pleled in Fobroary
anad March o avold stifling heat oned
the BUHIMET MONSHOLSaaR0T,

Ho

On the plus side, the vintners can
plan to harvest nccording to the
ripenesa of their gropes. without
having to worry about unsessonal
cold snaps and rain.

Dhuru poursd several of his
wines for visitors, Fis 2007 Chenin
Blone wos asmooth and notty, nok
sweet, with good scidity; but too aloo.
holic at 14.7 per cent,

“We'ro in a hot country, and noxt
year we'll have 16 keep the aleshol in
chock,” he said, His Sauvignon
Blanc, in a slightly caky California
Fumdé Blane stvie, wos another big
wine

: mmﬁ.nu uuwglmn Blancs,

and Chenin Blanes, sometimes with
a alightly wweet finish, nretypleal of
India’s whites, They are good com-
plmﬂlfnrlﬂfmd and for vege-

tarion dishes Hke Mindd masala or
BIOE paneer.

Many ol Indin's wineries prodice
Shirazand Shiraz-Cabernet blends.
These often exhibit earthy, vegetal
aromas and Mavours along with bald
fruit. When young, which is the way
mogtof them are sold, they can hald
their own against dishes seasoned
with cumin, miustard seed, feni-
greak and other musky lavours.

Suln Vineyards, established in
1956 on theo outskirts of Nasik, is the
brand 'most often on wine lists.
Although MNoagik has a repotation as
the Napa of Indin, Sula isoneof just
a handful of wineries designed ro
receive viskiors witha tasting room,
tours and a gnest hotlse

Chatenn Indage, near Pune, 325
voars old and, with production ot 1
million cases, I8 &ald (o b the
bigmest winery in the country: 1t was
the first (o make a sparkling wine
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